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What makes a species 
“invasive”?



“an alien species whose 
introduction does or is likely to 

cause economic or environmental 
harm or harm to human health”.

— U.S.D.A.



“Alien” 
or

Non-Native
Species

“…animals and plants that are 

introduced accidentally or 

deliberately into a natural 

environment where they are not 

normally found…”

— The European Commision



Three Types of
“Harm”

Caused by Invasive Species



EnvironmentalEconomic Human



“an alien species whose 
introduction does or is likely to 

cause economic or environmental 
harm or harm to human health”.

— U.S.D.A.



Greensboro





77 Responses

970.14 Acres



12 Site Visits

~550 Acres



78% 
Self-Reported

Invasives



100% 
Site-Confirmed

Invasives







Species Specifics



White or Hedge 
Bedstraw

Galium mollugo



Identification of White/Hedge Bedstraw

Leaves: Leaves are light green, with 6-8 leaves 

whorled on the stem—Lanceolate in shape and 

sessile (attaching to the branches without stalks).

Flowers: Small, whitish-green, 4-petaled flowers 

with four stamens and two styles. Branching 

inflorescence in a many-flowered panicle (cluster).

Roots: Strong, deep taproot and shallow-rooted 

branching, woody rhizomes. The root system is 

reddish-orange and the rhizomes are yellow-orange.



Management of White/Hedge Bedstraw

“Does not pose a significant threat outside of 
agricultural lands.”

Pulling: The plant contains rhizomes capable of 
vegetative reproduction, so be sure to pull rhizomes 
along with the rest of the root structure. Bag 
rhizomes to prevent reestablishment.

Mowing: These seeds do not persist in the soil, so 
mowing will stress plants, preventing further seed 
generation or spread. 

Tilling: Large-scale infestations may warrant 
tilling, which can then be seeded with a native 
species. 



Goutweed or
Bishop’s Weed

Aegopodium podagraria



Variegated Non-Variegated



Identification of Goutweed / Bishop’s Weed

This plant can of grow to be 15 to 40  inches tall.

Leaves: Most leaves are basal, with the leafstalk 

attached to an underground stem, or rhizome. The 

leaves are divided into three groups of three leaflets, 

making it "triternate." The leaflets are toothed and 

sometimes irregularly lobed.

Flowers: The white flowers are arranged in 

umbels that are 2.25-4.75 inches in diameter. Each 

umbel is borne on a long peduncle, and has 15-25 

rays that are about 1 inch or more in length. Flowers 

appear in June.



Management of Goutweed / Bishop’s Weed

Pulling: The plant contains rhizomes capable of 

vegetative reproduction, so be sure to pull rhizomes 

along with the rest of the root structure. Bag 

rhizomes to prevent reestablishment.

Mowing: Mowing will stress plants, preventing 

further seed generation or spread. 

Covering: Seedbanks only last 1-2 years, so 

covering an infestation with black plastic or tarping 

for 1-2 year can prevent regrowth. (For best results 

cut prior to coverage.)



Honeysuckle
Lonicera sp.

Species of Special Concern



Identification of Honeysuckle Shrubs

All invasive species of honeysuckle have a hollow 

pith, while native species do not.

Leaves: Are opposite, egg-shaped, and deciduous. 

Flowers: From early to late May until early June, 

depending on location. Flowers are white, pink, or 

red, and are borne in pairs at the nodes along the 

stem. Flowers are generally less than 1 inch long, 

fragrant, tubular, two-lipped and five-lobed.

Fruit: Each plant produces thousands of 

red/orangish berries as fruit, and each fruit contains 

2-6 seeds. Seeds can remain viable for 3-5 years.



Management of Honeysuckle Shrubs

Pulling: Best done when the ground is wet and 

soft, smaller plants can be pulled by hand while 

larger plants require wrenching tools. 

Cutting: Should be done in the fall or winter once 

leaves have dropped. Cut close to the ground and 

cover the stump with black plastic or tarp, tied 

tightly. Cut back any additional growth in the spring.



Wall Lettuce
Mycelis muralis



Identification of Wall Lettuce

This plant can of grow to be 2-3 feet tall.

Leaves: Basal and lower stem leaves are 2.5-7 

inches  long, 1-3 inches wide, glabrous and deeply 

lobed, with broad, terminal segments.

Flowers: Each flower head is comprised of 5 

yellow, strap-shaped ray florets.



Management of Wall Lettuce

Wall lettuce reproduces exclusively by seed, meaning 

that it is incapable of rhizomal propagation. 

However, a single plant can produce up to 11,500 

seeds per season. It is vital to manage populations 

before they become well established.

Pulling: Due to its shallow root systems and lack of 

rhizomes, Wall Lettuce can be pulled by hand 

without much effort. Pulled plants can be left on-site 

to dry and rot.



Japanese 
Knotweed

Fallopia japonica

Species of Special Concern



Identification of Japanese Knotweed

This plant can grow to be over 10 feet tall.

Leaves: Although leaf size may vary, they are 

normally about 6 inches long by 3 to 4 inches wide, 

broadly oval to somewhat triangular and pointed at 

the tip.

Flowers: The minute greenish-white flowers 

occur in attractive, branched sprays in late summer.



Management of Japanese Knotweed
The Bad News

● Up to 2/3 two thirds of the mature plant’s 

biomass is stored underground in its system of 

rhizomes, which can extend up to 6 feet 

subterraneously. 

● Fragments of both root and stem are 

capable of sprouting new plants.● Japanese Knotweed is aggressively 

allelopathic, meaning it exudes chemicals that 

inhibit the growth of neighboring plants.

● While studies are inconclusive, it is estimated 

that seeds remain viable for up to 15 years.

● There is no single recommended 

method of management.



Management of Japanese Knotweed
The Good News

We have plenty of it to practice on!



Honorable Mentions

Glossy Buckthorn & Common Buckthorn

(Frangula alnus & Rhamnus cathartica)

Burning Bush 

(Euonymus alatus)

Species of Special Concern



Tools & Resources



Vermont Invasives
vtinvasives.org



vtinvasives.org

49 Terrestrial 
Plant Species

87 Total 
Invasive Species

















Misc. Resources

● Vermont Invasives — www.vtinvasives.org

● iNaturalist — www.inaturalist.org

● National Invasives Species Information Center — www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov

● Center for Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health — www.invasive.org

● U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services — www.fws.gov/program/invasive-species

● Me! — will.s.marlier@gmail.com


